
 
Dear Hood River County School District families,  
 
Hood River County did not meet the health metrics for the week of October 18 to reopen schools for kindergarten through third grade (K-3) 
students on Monday, Nov. 9. Given the county’s health data, Hood River County School District (HRCSD) must postpone its date to reopen 
for K-3 students. HRCSD continues to closely monitor COVID-19 data with state and county partners. HRCSD appreciates the partnership 
with Hood River County Health Department, reviewing COVID-19 data and developing health procedures to safely reopen schools.  
 
In this letter, you will receive an update regarding COVID-19 in Hood River County and the district’s current plan to reopen schools.  
 
COVID-19 in Hood River County 
The following chart shows the data for Hood River County over the past three weeks. It also shows the next three weeks when health metrics 
must be met for schools within HRCSD to reopen for in-person instruction for K-3 students. Oregon Health Authority (OHA) releases School 
Metrics Data weekly on Tuesday. Oregon Department of Education (ODE) and OHA set health metrics, which are outlined in Ready Schools, 
Safe Learners, that must be met for a school district to reopen its schools. 

Week of  Case Count 
Cases per 
100,000 

Test Positivity 
Rate (%) 

State Positivity Rate (%) 
Can K-3 
Open? 

Can 4-12 
Open? 

October 4  13  51  5.9  6.4  No  No 

October 11  1  4  0  5.8  On track  No 

October 18  9  35.3  4.1  6.5  No  No 

October 25  Must meet ODE/OHA health metrics to reopen schools for K-3 students     

November 1  Must meet ODE/OHA health metrics to reopen schools for K-3 students     

November 8  Must meet ODE/OHA health metrics to reopen schools for K-3 students     

 
Plans to Reopen Schools 
After last week’s county COVID-19 case report, Hood River County did not meet the state’s health metrics to reopen schools for in-person 
instruction for students in kindergarten through third grade (K-3) on Monday, Nov. 9. HRCSD, in partnership with Hood River County Health 
Department, continues to watch the county’s health data to determine a date to transition to in-person instruction for K-3 students.  As of today, 
the earliest possible return to in-person instruction is Monday, Nov. 23.  However, due to the Thanksgiving holiday the return date to in-person 
instruction may be extended to Monday, Nov. 30.  More information will be provided next week. 
 
Families with K-3 students will receive an email this week from the HRCSD administration that includes more information regarding plans to 
reopen schools, including school health and safety protocols, schedule, meals, and transportation. 
 
As announced last week, students in grades 4-12 will remain in CDL until February 2, 2021, which coincides with the end of Semester 1. HRCSD 
encourages all district families to take 10 minutes or so to complete the Online Learning Feedback Survey to share about their experiences with 
online learning, either through CDL or Hood River Options Academy (HROA).  
 
Please continue to wear a face mask, maintain a physical distance, stay home if you are sick, and wash your hands frequently.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rich Polkinghorn 
Superintendent, Hood River County School District 

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/DISEASESAZ/Emerging%20Respitory%20Infections/Weekly-County-Metrics.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/DISEASESAZ/Emerging%20Respitory%20Infections/Weekly-County-Metrics.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgsoSQjcq8Qa-f7kmPJkFwXgqqmpa3VLW-wb44-w0m27wUmw/viewform?usp=sf_link

